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La Deploration de la morte de Johannes Ockeghem
Josquin des PrezSuperiusJehan Molinet
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English Translation

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord,
and let perpetual light shine upon them.

Wood-nymphs, goddesses of the fountains,
Skilled singers of every nation,
Turn your voices, so clear and lofty,
To piercing cries and lamentation
Because Atropos,1 terrible satrap,
Has caught your Ockeghem in her trap,
The true treasurer of music and master,
Learned, handsome and by no means stout.
It is a source of great sorrow that the earth must cover him.

Put on the clothes of mourning,
Josquin, Pierre de la Rue, Brumel, Compére,

0 Original Key A phrygian
1the Fate whose role it was to cut the thread of human life with her shears.
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And weep great tears from your eyes,
For you have lost your good father.
May he rest in peace.
Amen.
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